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Review Questions

1. Why did the British government increase taxes on the colonists?  What new tax laws did they pass?  How did the colonists respond to these tax laws?  What is a boycott, and how was this tactic used by colonists?
2. Explain Thomas Jefferson’s argument in the Declaration of Independence (natural rights, social contract, right of revolution).  Why did Jefferson and the colonists write the Declaration?

3. At the beginning of the Revolution, which side (American colonists or British army) had the advantage?  Why?

4. Why were people loyalists?  Why were people patriots?  How did the relative numbers of patriots and loyalists change throughout the war?  Why?
5. What is the significance of the battle of Lexington and Concord?  Saratoga?  Yorktown?
6. What role did foreigners (other European countries/citizens) play in the Revolution?

7. How did the war, especially battles on the western frontier, impact the relationship between Native Americans and colonists?
8. What treaty ended the Revolutionary War?  What were the terms of the treaty?
9. In the years following the Revolution, what happened to the institution of slavery?  Was this different in the north and the south?

10. How did the American Revolution impact politics in foreign countries, especially Europe?

Essay Question
Respond to the follow prompt in a detailed and organized five paragraph essay.

Was the American Revolution justified?  In answering the question, refer to Thomas Jefferson’s argument about “natural rights.”

You may use your notes on the essay portion only.  It would be extremely helpful to outline the essay beforehand.  However, do not copy statements directly out of the book to be used in your essay.  If your essay plagiarizes statements or paragraphs from the book, you will receive no credit for that portion of the test.

In your introduction, be sure to state a thesis and answer the question in the prompt.  In the body of the essay, analyze three reasons why the colonists wanted to be independent (three different body paragraphs).  These paragraphs should also include factual evidence – not just broad statements or opinions.

